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up, but in order that they might be the first to take ad-
vantage of some casual opening which might consume
their cargo, let others shift as they could. Hence ex-
travagant wages on some occasions; for these adventurers
who thus played at hit or miss, stood on no scruples
while the chance of success remained open. Hence, also,
the stoppage of work, and the discharge of the workmen,
when the speculators failed of their object. All this
while the country was the sufferer; — for whoever gained,
the result, being upon the whole a loss, fell on the
nation, together with the task of maintaining a poor,
rendered effeminate and vicious by over-wages and
over-living, and necessarily cast loose upon society, I
cannot but think that the necessity of making some
fund beforehand, for the provision of those whom they
debauch, and render only fit for the almshouse, in prose-
cution of their own adventures, though it operated as
a check on the increase of manufactures, would be a
measure just in itself, and beneficial to the community.
But it would never be listened to; —the weaver's beam,
and the sons of Zeruiah, would be too many for the pro-
posers.
This is the eleventh of August: Walter, happier than
he will ever be again, perhaps, is preparing for the
moors.    He has a better dog than Trout, and rather less
active.    Mrs. Scott and all our family send kind love.
Yours ever,	W. S.
Two or three days after this letter was written, Scott
first saw Washington Irving, who has recorded his visit
in a delightful Essay, which, however, having been
penned nearly twenty years afterwards, betrays a good
many slips of memory as to names and dates. Mr. Ir-
ving says he arrived at Abbotsford on the 27th of Au-
gust, 1816; but he describes the walls of the new house
as already overtopping the old cottage; and this is far
from being the only circumstance he mentions which

